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THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 112 [Christ the Lord Is Risen Again] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

 Gracious God, I was taught to see you as the keeper of scores, 
the one who keeps track of the “winners” and “losers,” who 
rewards those who “succeed” and chastises those who “fail.”  It is 
difficult for me to hold onto seeing you as the one who bestows 
grace, freely and generously.  I am so vulnerable to the moralizing 
of my rearing, and am so easily seduced by its judgments, that I 
try to overcome these by striving to be a winner and a success. I 
do this by focusing on your being gracious and accepting toward 
me rather than attending to how vulnerable I am to the 
moralizing.  In doing this, I miss the mark.  Your grace comes to 
me as the awareness that I am judging myself by striving to be 
something I am not and to feel something I do not.  This 
awareness comes to me not as a flaw or fault, but as a truth about 
me which can be comprehended and embraced.  There is pain in 
the awareness, but no judgment.  When I fall victim to the 
moralizing within me, I find that this other way of seeing is 
restored for me, not because I want it but because you do. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 21:1-19 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 115 [Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 113 [Christ the Lord Is Risen Today] 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, Church Office 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for May 12, 2019 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelations 7:9-17; John 10:22-30. 

 
F.Y.I. 
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Third Sunday of Easter (John 21:1-19) 
 Whenever the subject of resurrection is raised, our minds tend to focus 
on the question of “who” rises from death. I am not saying we consciously ask 
that question, only that our answers tend to focus on “who,” with the 
common answer being “Jesus,” or, if we internalize the question, “the life of 
God within us.” Neither of these answers make sense linguistically because 
there is no way to know what they refer to. 
 If the answer is “Jesus,” then we are left with the resuscitation of a corpse, 
which is something about which we have no experience. However, we seem 
to like this answer because it implies that we also will rise from death, which 
is appealing as long as we do not think about what it implies. I invite us to 
think about what it implies, and to ask ourselves if that is what we really want. 
This answer works like a cliché in that it is reassuring to speak and hear even 
though it does not make much sense. 
 If the answer is “the life of God within us,” how would we know that God’s 
death is true since we are only dealing with our experience of God and not 
God’s experience of being dead. It would be more accurate to say that our 
experience of God dies. If we say this, then we need to consider two different 
questions: “Where does resurrection take place?  What is it that resurrects?” 
 As to the “where,” the resurrection happens within us; it is something we 
experience. As to the “what,” what resurges any time we lose sight of it is a 
way of thinking about God and focusing on the activity within us which God 
initiates and orchestrates, that of disclosing us to ourselves. Any time we are 
caught up in our moralistic and judgmental way of viewing our life, what 
returns is the ability to view our internal life as an act of God’s caring for us 
by bringing us together into a whole, such that we are able to live with more 
and more integrity and congruence. When we view God as an authority figure 
who tracks our flaws or deficiencies, what resurges is the capacity to view 
God as a redeeming and saving activity intending to introduce us to as much 
of our life as is feasible so that we are able to live graciously and gracefully 
with ourselves and others. Any time we lose the ability to view God in this 
way, what resurrects is the capacity to focus again on this aspect of God, what 
is traditionally given the label of “Christ,” or the Anointed One. When we say 
“Christ resurrects we are saying that this way of viewing God has resurged 
and is once again operating in us. 
 Viewing God in this way, and understanding resurrection as the 
resurgence of this way of viewing God, can help us maintain the emphasis 
that Christianity is about living life gracefully rather than successfully. Being a 
Christian is not about what we achieve in life; it is about being a gracious 
presence with ourselves and those with whom we share life. 

[Jim Robie, 5-3-19] 
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THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 21:1-19 
Throughout the course of our lifetime God engineers and 

orchestrates an expansion of our personal life, the purpose of 
which is to increase our capacity to live our life with greater 
congruence and consciousness. There are three ways of viewing 
God in Christianity [the Trinity], each way focuses on a particular 
aspect of this work. The way of viewing to which we pay the most 
attention is the Second [Christ], which does the work of raising into 
our awareness different elements of our life which are not 
generally in our awareness, and then maintaining them in our 
awareness until we are able to own them as our own. God brings 
us insights about the person we are and encourages and supports 
our exploring them as the way to own them. 
 Today’s text comes to us during the season of Easter and is 
presented as a description of how this way of viewing the work God 
does resurrects in us after we have dismissed it or ignored it. We 
experience this resurrection first as a realization and then as a 
reminder—that the fullness of life comes not by our holding onto 
what we already know about ourselves, but by taking hold of what 
we are offered about ourselves, especially when what we are 
offered is not what we already know and expect. When this insight 
penetrates, and the insight registers in our awareness so that we 
begin to consider different ways of thinking and feeling about the 
person we are, this way of viewing God has risen and is seeking to 
get us to pay attention to something we would not normally attend 
to. 

Today’s text uses a metaphor about fishing. A body of water is 
commonly a symbol for the unconscious, and fishing is commonly 
a metaphor for being receptive to and looking for anything that 
might come to us from the unconscious in an effort to find 
something of value. The disciples go fishing in their usual way and 
catch nothing, which is often the case for us since when we fish on 
our own we usually go looking for what we already know and 
therefore do not catch anything, especially anything new or 
unfamiliar.  Jesus tells the disciples to fish on the right side of the 
boat, and when they do, they catch more fish than they can 
manage. The word “right” refers to the right side or hand, and is 

the feminine form of the word, with the implication of “as that 
which usually takes.” Its root is the verb “to receive,” which is 
subjective or passive, and has the sense of “to have offered to one.” 
As a way to internalize this, we might think of looking into our 
interior with the left side of our brain, the more intuitive side of our 
brain. This has nothing to do with roles for men and women; it has 
to do with an attitude of mind or a way of relating to our interior 
life where we are receptive to and pay attention to what is offered 
to our awareness rather than actively looking for something 
particular. If we come up empty when we fish in the interior of our 
life, we are advised to take hold of anything that is offered to us 
rather than hold onto what we know and expect. When the disciples 
take hold of what is offered, they catch more than they can get into 
their boat. We might say—when we take hold of what we are 
offered we catch more than our ego can incorporate, although not 
more than our perceptual net can encompass. On our own we look 
and listen inwardly for what we already know. God encourages us 
to pay attention to what is offered to us, even though what is offers 
may be unfamiliar, and even though what is offered is more than 
we can take in at one time. So, how do we experience resurrection? 
We experience it as the reminder that we generally listen and watch 
within for something familiar and specific, and that it is more 
productive to be receptive, especially to what is unexpected or not 
even sought. As we are receptive, some of what was unexpected 
and has registered in our awareness nurtures and sustains us, 
contrary to our expectation. 
 Not only are we asked to take hold of what is offered, we are also 
encouraged to care for it, tend it, feed it, and nurture it. Jesus asks 
Peter: “Do you love me more than these [referring, I believe, to the 
other disciples]?” If we internalize the question, it would come out 
something like: “Do we love God and what God does more than the 
familiar parts of our life with which we are already related?” If we 
say “Yes,” what follows is: “Feed/tend my lambs/sheep,” referring 
to the unfamiliar which are offered us. There is a play on words in 
this text around the word “love.” The first two times Jesus asks 
Peter “Do you love me?” the word translated as love is the word 
“ag-a-pah’-o” [to love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of 



principle or duty, because doing so is the right thing to do]. When 
Peter responds to the question, he uses a different word for “love,” 
“fil’eh-o,” which means to be a friend to [fond of], i.e. to have 
affection for. “Fil’eh-o” denotes personal attachment as a matter 
of sentiment or feeling. Jesus is asking Peter if he will care for the 
sheep whether he feels like it or not. Peter says he will care for 
them when he feels like it. The third time Jesus asks this question 
he uses the same word for love that Peter has used, so in essence 
he asks Peter if he will care for the sheep if and when he feels like 
it. Peter  answers that he will do it when he feels like it. Jesus in 
essence replies: “Then do it your way.” The point of this is, God 
accepts that we will care for our unfamiliar in the way we are able, 
and then adds [verse 18]: “Very truly, I tell you, when you were 
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and go wherever you 
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands 
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go.” That is, it is acceptable to care for the 
unfamiliar in the way we can, and that we need to be aware that 
the care we can give will change. We start out taking care of the 
unfamiliar aspects of our life when we feel like it; however, over 
time we learn to take care of them whether we feel like it or not, 
because it is the right thing to do. In the process of caring for the 
sheep we learn to value them as we didn’t before. This shift in 
priorities in the way we live, which is a kind of death to our ego, is 
an illustration of what God is orchestrating within us; and, as we 
respond to it, our lives demonstrate the truth of what God is and 
does [the meaning of verse 19a: “He (Jesus) said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he (Peter) would glorify God”]. 
 Part of what we learn during the season of Easter is to trust that 
life comes to us in a different way than the way we expect. We 
learn to focus not on what is familiar or expected, but to focus on 
what is offered. We learn to care for what is unfamiliar not only 
when we feel like it, but also when we do not. It takes a while to 
learn to care for what is unfamiliar, especially when we do not feel 
like it. However, God stays with us, and, the invitation is to “Follow 
me.” The Greek word for “follow” means to be in the same way 
with, i.e. to accompany. God continues to bring what is unfamiliar 

to our awareness, and we continue to feel the encouragement to 
care for it. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-3-19, 3rd of Easter, Cycle C, John 21:1-19] 


